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Elegant Efficiency: Doing more with less

Ed Daines – WilkinsonEyre Architects

13 September 2024

I would like to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land 
on which we gather today, the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, and 
their Elders past, present and emerging.
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1983 1985

Beginnings

Bridging Art & Science
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We’ve grown a bit since then…

Where are we around the Globe

…and we’ve got about a bit
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Crown Barangaroo

Brisbane West End Green Bridges
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Napoleon Bridge, Sydney

And of course… Swinburne University of Technology – Happy Birthday!
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William of Occam - 1323

Frustra fit per plura quod potest fieri per pauciora

William of Occam - 1323

Frustra fit per plura quod potest fieri per pauciora

It is futile to do more things than that which 

can be done with fewer
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Perhaps Mies put it better?

Less is more

Is there room for art and for joy

Less is a bore
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Leonardo da Vinci – Study the Art of Science, and the Science of Art

WilkinsonEyre DNA
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Stratford Market Depot

Stratford Market Depot
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Stratford Market Depot

Stratford Market Depot
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Stratford Market Depot

Stratford Station
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Stratford Station

Stratford Station
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Gateshead Millennium Bridge

Gateshead Millennium Bridge

25

26



14

Gateshead Millennium Bridge

Gateshead Millennium Bridge
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Alpine House, Kew Gardens

Alpine House, Kew Gardens
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Alpine House, Kew Gardens

Alpine House, Kew Gardens
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Gardens by the Bay, Singapore

Gardens by the Bay, Singapore
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Gardens by the Bay, Singapore

Gardens by the Bay, Singapore
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Olympic Basketball Arena, London 2012

Olympic Basketball Arena, London 2012
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Olympic Basketball Arena, London 2012

Olympic Basketball Arena, London 2012
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Olympic Basketball Arena, London 2012

Olympic Basketball Arena, London 2012
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Olympic Basketball Arena, London 2012

Olympic Basketball Arena, London 2012
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8 Bishopsgate, City of London

8 Bishopsgate, City of London
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8 Bishopsgate, City of London

Ground breaking basement design 
using FE modelling to justify raft 
foundation for low and mid-rise.

Fabricated sections, each 
individually optimised for 

unique load.

From 89 to 28 piles…

Material efficiency

INNOVATION
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Material efficiency

2550 tonnes of steel saved, 5000 tonnes of C02…..or 500xAverage UK citizen annual Carbon Footprint 

INNOVATION

Conclusion
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So what does the future look like?

What about AI?
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Lloyd Alter – What do Green Buildings look like?

Refinement of detail – Millennium Bridge
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Lightness of structure – Tintagel Bridge, Cornwall

A light touch, and using what’s there – Battersea Power Station
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Circular economy and the embracing the temporary

Leave room for story telling & allegory…
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…for art

…for dynamism
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…for wonder

… and human aspiration
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Final thought

Lightness is not a technical term and cannot be 
measured in a finite way. It can be neither quantified 
nor specified but is a qualitative ingredient of modern 
architecture which is gaining momentum.

Chris Wilkinson 1945 - 2021

Thank you
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